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October 21, 2026

BC Synod announcements are sent out on Wednesdays. Do you have an announcement you
want to send out? Please send it to bcsynod@elcic.ca no later than 9:00 pm on the Sunday

prior to the week of first publication.  All announcements may be edited as needed. Thank you. 
 

Prayer Petitions for This Sunday 

To download the Updated BC Synod 2025-2026 Prayer List for Congregations, please click
here.

It can also be found on our website bcsynod.org under Resources. 

Sunday, October 25
Grace Lutheran in Victoria

Mount Olive Lutheran in Surrey – Rev. Lori-Anne Boutin Crawford

Lutheran-Anglican-Moravian Full Communion Cycle of Prayer. Please click here
 

HIGHLIGHTS

NEW CRA is Going Digital ... A Quick Guide for ELCIC Treasurers
NEW Sermons by Email: A Ministry of Sharing and Connection
NEW Oct 24 St. Marks 65th Anniversary and Oktoberfest 
Oct 25 Join Us for ELCIC’s 40th Anniversary Worship Service 
Oct 25 Celebrating 65 Years of Gloria Dei! 
Oct 26 Forget-Me-Not Cafe 
Nov 14 Why Should Christians Care about Palestine and Israel? 
Nov 15 CLAY coffee chat for leaders! 
NEW Nov 21 Winter Fair at Hills of Peace, Kamloops 

https://mailchi.mp/5a0fe4d669f1/synod-announcements-august-2-17573367?e=03d4160b73
https://us.list-manage.com/iygp1Hb6pUz?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/HEqKPnsydsX?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/G93YyRJE_hb?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d


NEW Nov 21 Winter Fair at Hills of Peace, Kamloops 
NEW Nov 28 Craft Fair at King of Life, Coquitlam 
Feb 22-26 Engage Difference DUIM 2027 

For more details, other announcements,  prayer requests and resources, see below.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join Us for ELCIC’s 40th Anniversary Worship Service -
October 25

 

As the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada celebrates 40 years in 2026, members and
congregations from across the church are invited to come together for a special National Worship

Service on Sunday, October 25 at 10:00 a.m. (Saskatchewan Time). Led by National Bishop
Larry Kochendorfer, the service will be livestreamed from Camp Kinasao at Christopher Lake,
Saskatchewan, where youth from across the Saskatchewan Synod will gather for a weekend

retreat. Please plan to join our celebration worship via livestream by clicking here. And click here
to access the website page for worship resources for this Sunday. 

 

St. Marks 65th Anniversary and Oktoberfest 
St. Mark's Lutheran Church is celebrating their 65th anniversary. Join their Oktoberfest on

Saturday, October 24th for an open House with guided heritage tours; a Story Circle with long-time

https://us.list-manage.com/yl_Jcbr0yo4?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/EcZvaDh7UVu?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d


Saturday, October 24th for an open House with guided heritage tours; a Story Circle with long-time
members; an anniversary concert (church choir, brass ensemble, guest choir); and a reception.

For details, and to RSVP, see here. 

On Sunday morning, there will be a celebrative worship service at 10 am, followed by a banquet. 

 

Celebrating 65 Years of Gloria Dei!

 

Join us on Sunday, October 25 at 11:00 a.m. for our 65th Anniversary Festival Service,
with Bishop Kathy Martin, Synod Bishop, and special music by our choir.

Following worship, we’ll enjoy a catered anniversary lunch with guest speaker National Bishop
Susan Johnson (retired).

Everyone is warmly welcome to join us for the Festival Service. The anniversary lunch is a
ticketed event and, as we have now reached capacity, we are unable to accommodate walk-ins.

Come celebrate 65 years of faith, worship, and community with us!

Any clergy in attendance are invited to vest. The liturgical color is red. 
 

https://us.list-manage.com/g0rkGTvseEq?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d


Why Should Christians Care about Palestine and Israel? 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church together with Lynn Valley United Church is hosting a Panel Discussion
on November 14 at 3:00pm  - "Why Should Christians Care about Palestine and Israel?"

For more information, and to register, please click here. 

 

Forget-Me-Not Cafe, Penticton, Oct 26 

https://us.list-manage.com/_P2FECaDKrv?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d


Forget-Me-Not Cafe, Penticton, Oct 26 

Winter Fair at Hills of Peace, Kamloops 



 

Craft Fair at King of Life, Coquitlam 

 



ELCIC NEWS

Sermons By Email: A Ministry of Sharing and
Connection

 

What began as a temporary resource within the ELCIC’s British Columbia Synod in
2016 under the oversight of Rev. John Graham has grown into a valued ministry of
sharing preaching resources and connecting congregations across the church. We

give thanks to Rev. Jane Gingrich for her many, many years of dedicated coordination
and service of this valued resource to the church.

Since 2020, the ministry has also been enriched by the ELCIC Sermon Series
contributions of Synod and National Bishops and Assistants to the Bishops. This fall,
we welcome Rev. Steve Johnston who takes on the role of coordinator for Sermons

By Email, with contributions from ELCIC leaders from across the church.

October contributors will begin with members of the ELCIC’s Program Committee for
Worship. Rev. Tanya Varner prepared a sermon for Sunday, October 11; Rev. Sean

Bell is providing the sermon for Sunday, October 18; And as part of the ELCIC’s
National Worship Service in celebration of the ELCIC’s 40th Anniversary, ELCIC

National Bishop Larry Kochendorfer’s sermon will be available for congregational use
(you may also choose to join with your congregation to watch the livestream that day).

More information can be found here.

If you are interested in receiving Sermons By Email, please sign-up by sending an
email to: sermonsbyemail@elcic.ca .

 

Youth Ministry - CLAY 2027 in Nanaimo

https://us.list-manage.com/IY3avGOWPQ3?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
mailto:sermonsbyemail@elcic.ca?subject=&body=


Lutheran and Anglican youth and their leaders are invited to attend CLAY 2027 - Safe
Harbour! The gathering will take place August 19-22, 2027 in Nanaimo, BC at

Vancouver Island University. CLAY is an opportunity to gather with youth age 14-19
from across Canada for a time of fellowship, worship, learning, and fun!  Want to learn
more? Check out updates that will be coming out on the website at claygathering.ca

and watch our socials for more info (Instagram, Facebook). Deacon Gretchen is
hosting a coffee chat for leaders on November 15, 4:00 p.m. Saskatchewan time.

Please register when you click here. 

 

MORE NEWS

CRA is Going Digital - Here’s How to Keep Your
Congregation Compliant

A Quick Guide for ELCIC Treasurers
 

Starting January 1, 2027, the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) will require all
registered charities, including ELCIC congregations, to file their annual T3010 charity

information returns electronically. A Quick Guide for ELCIC Treasurers on how to
keep your congregation compliant has been prepared as a resource, outlining these

changes and providing guidance to help ELCIC congregations prepare for the
transition. To download the resource now, please click here.

DUIM 2027

Registration is now open!
To register click here and to download a pdf poster click here 

Registration closes January 31st 
 

https://us.list-manage.com/t76Pxey_J_r?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/17mtBYUEwoz?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/3d4aDLfQ67c?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/qoGIyZUgspj?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/1BhvaGrYyhU?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/63TVQG8UuKG?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/10ugW1XXT6K?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/16kEhYr_rAj?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d


 
 

Transitions in Ministry 

Transitions, Vacancies and Call Processes in the BC Synod can be found here:
Transitions in Ministry | Resources | British Columbia Synod (bcsynod.org)

BC Synod Office Hours

Monday - Friday     9:30 am - 12:30 pm

BC Synod staff work a variety of hours in various locations, including from home offices. To better

https://us.list-manage.com/n8W5saeIUSv?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d


BC Synod staff work a variety of hours in various locations, including from home offices. To better
serve you, please contact the synod office before dropping by to ensure someone is present to

receive you.

Website: British Columbia Synod (bcsynod.org)

Contact us: 
Office phone: 604-524-1318

Bishop Kathy Martin    -  kmartinbcsynod@gmail.com      
Rachel Genge (Administrative Assistant + BC Canada Lutheran editor - remote)    - 

 bcsynod@elcic.ca 
Aparna Jacob (Administrative Assistant - Synod Office) - bcsynod@elcic.ca 

Rev. Elina Singh (Assistant to the Bishop + Executive Administrator - Synod Office)   -   
esinghbcsynod@gmail.com

Rev. Matthew Senf (Assistant to the Bishop for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations - deployed) -
msenf@elcic.ca 

Rev. Aneeta Saroop (Assistant to the Bishop for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion - deployed)  -
asaroop@elcic.ca

eTransfers are linked to the office email address: bcsynod@elcic.ca 
Auto Deposit has been enabled. No password is required. 

The message field of the eTransfer should explain what the payment is for. (It is like the memo
field of a cheque, but with more space). If a congregation is doing their monthly congregation

remittance, then the remittance form can be emailed or mailed separately at the same time that the
transfer is done.  

Do the church council and members of your congregation receive the
Synod Announcements directly? 

We encourage you to forward this email to them so that they can
 sign up for The Synod Announcements 

 

Copyright © 2026 BC Synod - ELCIC, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you are on our contact list or because you have asked to receive our

announcements.

Our mailing address is:
BC Synod - ELCIC
80 East 10th Ave.

New Westminster, BC V3L 4R5
Canada

Add us to your address book

https://us.list-manage.com/tvmuqoOqXKG?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
mailto:kmartinbcsynod@gmail.com
mailto:bcsynod@elcic.ca%C2%A0
mailto:bcsynod@elcic.ca%C2%A0
mailto:esinghbcsynod@gmail.com
mailto:msenf@elcic.ca
mailto:asaroop@elcic.ca
mailto:bcsynod@elcic.ca
https://us.list-manage.com/n7KErTZaFSs?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://bcsynod.us19.list-manage.com/vcard?u=fb2b333d899bcb82b66768ea0&id=db29125f15


Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

https://bcsynod.us19.list-manage.com/profile?u=fb2b333d899bcb82b66768ea0&id=db29125f15&e=03d4160b73&c=de5338c48b
https://bcsynod.us19.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=fb2b333d899bcb82b66768ea0&id=db29125f15&t=b&e=03d4160b73&c=de5338c48b
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=fb2b333d899bcb82b66768ea0
https://us.list-manage.com/HBictTxwukN?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/Z0V9ghrnsh0?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
mailto:bcsynod@elcic.ca

