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July 22, 2026

BC Synod announcements are sent out on Wednesdays. Do you have an announcement you want to send
out? Please send it to bcsynod@elcic.ca no later than 9:00 pm on the Sunday prior to the week of first

publication.  All announcements may be edited as needed. Thank you. 
 

Prayer Petitions for This Sunday 
To download the Updated BC Synod 2025-2026 Prayer List for Congregations, please click here.

It can also be found on our website bcsynod.org under Resources. 

Sunday, July 26
St. Paul's Lutheran in Maple Ridge – Rev. Erik Parker

Matsqui Lutheran in Matsqui

 Sunday, August 2
Hope Lutheran in Nanaimo - Rev. Derek Solberg

For Luther Court and other institutions in our church that care for the seniors
For the ministry of hospital chaplains

You are also invited to continue to hold Pastor Kristen Steele in your prayers. 

Lutheran-Anglican-Moravian Full Communion Cycle of Prayer. Please click here
 

HIGHLIGHTS
*Please note the Synod Office will be closed Friday, July 24th and Monday August 3rd.

During the summer months, announcements will be sent out every two weeks.
 

NEW Last Sunday of July Emancipation Sunday 
NEW July 27 Forget-Me-Not Cafe, Penticton  
NEW September 20th Save the Date 135th Anniversary Mt Zion 
NEW Job Opportunity - Youth Minister 

https://mailchi.mp/6da26b400587/synod-announcements-august-2-17571390?e=03d4160b73
https://us.list-manage.com/z9DtMEAHVlS?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/jtThQgL75E5?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/kAPosv465vp?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d


NEW Job Opportunity - Youth Minister 
NEW Friends of Creation Chad Lake Reflections 
NEW New Resource on Responding to Christian Nationalism
NEW Ministry With the Sick and Dying in the Context of MAID 
NEW A Call to Listen: Launching a New National Initiative to Respond to Poverty
 Living Water Season of Creation 2026 
Together We Pray: Women’s Prayer Book
Summer Sermon Series
Aug 14, Sept 11 Campfire in the City

 

         For more details, other announcements,  prayer requests and resources, see below.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Forget-Me-Not Cafe, Penticton
to download the PDF click here

https://us.list-manage.com/BvEprv71_OC?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/UgSXomFcWFE?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d


 

135th Anniversary at Mount Zion 

 

CJAG -  Living Water - Season of Creation 2026 



The BC Synod Climate Justice Action Group (CJAG)  invites Lutheran congregations to celebrate the global
and ecumenical initiative “Season of Creation” this Fall. The logo, “Living Water,” portrays God’s life-giving
water flowing from the temple of God. The river grows deeper and deeper restoring barren land, reviving

waters, and sustaining flourishing ecosystems. The vision invites human responsibility.

Season of Creation starts September 1st, the World Day of Prayer for Creation, and end October 4th, the day of
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.

Please look up the 2026 Celebration Guide at https://seasonofcreation.org/

A PDF with more info can be downloaded here 

 

Campfire in the City
Come and join us at Dunbar Lutheran’s garden (3491 West 31st Ave) for evenings of family-friendly campfire

fun – songs, stories, and s’mores.
We gather on Friday evenings August 14th, and September 11th, 7:30 pm – 9 pm.

Stop by for the evening, or just for a while. Bring a lawn chair if you have one – if not, we’ll find a seat for you.
Light drizzle won't stop us, but in case of heavy rain, the event will be cancelled. 

 

Job Opportunity - Youth Minister

https://us.list-manage.com/W4RpYUSclwx?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/JKXaGlsAop1?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d


Are you a relational, pastorally gifted leader
with a heart for young people?

Good Shepherd Lutheran and St. Laurence Anglican in Coquitlam
are two congregations working together across their traditions:

affirming, justice-oriented, and investing in dedicated professional
youth ministry leadership to build on strong foundations

and grow what they have begun together.

This is a role for someone who loves working with young people, thrives on genuine relationships, and is ready
to build something meaningful in partnership with a community poised for growth

To see more details and learn how to apply please click here  or check out the ignYte page on Good
Shepherd's website here 

. 

ELCIC NEWS

Friends of Creation - Lake Chad Reflections
 

"They're not coming with technical advice, but with their hearts."

 

Earlier this year, ELCIC National Bishop Larry Kochendorfer, Saskatchewan Synod Bishop Ali
Tote, Eastern Synod Bishop Carla Blakley and Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) staff

travelled to Chad and Cameroon to witness the life-giving work of the Friends of Creation project.

 

Through sustainable agriculture, reforestation, improved clay stoves and fisheries management,
local communities are building resilience in the face of climate change while strengthening food

security and livelihoods.

 

https://us.list-manage.com/J3GdHFhNHvb?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/8yC6MKSdkbU?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/izgcuT_grFi?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d


 

Hear reflections from Bishop Kochendorfer on this powerful journey and discover how the ELCIC's
partnership with CLWR and the Lutheran World Federation is living out God's grace and

unconditional love through accompaniment, compassion and hope.

 

Download the video here.
Watch it on YouTube here.

Learn more about Canadian Lutheran World Relief here.

 

 

Emancipation Sunday

The 2025 ELCIC National Convention formally designated the last Sunday in July as
Emancipation Sunday. Emancipation Sunday commemorates the coming into effect of the Slavery

Abolition Act on August 1, 1834 - Emancipation Day - freeing approximately 800,000 enslaved
people in British colonies, including Canada. Members are encouraged to observe this day

through worship, reflection, and community engagement. Check out these Anglican resources for
Emancipation Sunday.

 

An Emancipation Sunday worship service will be held on July 26; details to be posted soon on
the Black Anglicans and Lutherans Facebook page. 

New Resource on Responding to Christian Nationalism
A new resource titled Kingdom Over Nation created by Churches Together in England (CTE),

offers timely guidance for navigating conversations around Christian Nationalism. This resource is
a thoughtfully developed collection of theological and pastoral materials designed to support
ministers, leadership teams, small groups, and individuals in reflecting on faith, identity, and
discipleship in today’s cultural context. Rooted in ecumenical collaboration, Kingdom Over

Nation invites Christians to consider what shapes their vision of the world and to place God’s
Kingdom above national identity. Get this resource when you click here. To read more about the

creation of this resource, check out the interview by the World Council of Churches.
 

Ministry With the Sick and Dying in the Context of MAID 

The Anglican Church of Canada has prepared a new liturgical prayer resource for use at the time
of death in contexts of Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID). You can access the prayers here. You

may also be interested in the ELCIC’s 2019 Call to Faithfully Journey with the Dying. 
 

A Call to Listen:
Launching a New National Initiative to Respond to Poverty

 

The Canadian Council of Churches’ Commission on Justice and Peace (CJP) is
launching Churches Listening & Responding to Poverty. This national initiative invites local

https://us.list-manage.com/1A8fhlnHQsU?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/1BEY0qpFW4x?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/zwgJ92F9F1g?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/LfGoj4zFMiv?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/r9hpYSg0XT5?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/On8PYVZh58X?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/_vRSitZ8Ahv?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/11QdychN1iY?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/GvsYcNpmPms?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/eJYQuAF9vOy?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/wlK3QTzl8lM?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d


launching Churches Listening & Responding to Poverty. This national initiative invites local
congregations, para-church organizations, and ecumenical groups into a structured process of

shared listening with people who have lived experience of poverty. Rather than introducing
another programmatic model, the initiative seeks to move beyond traditional charity toward

relationships rooted in dignity, humility, and justice. You are invited to get involved by connecting
with the CJP. 

Together We Pray: Women’s Prayer Book
 

 

A new prayer resource from The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) is sharing the voices,
experiences and theological reflections of women from across the global Lutheran communion –

with significant contributions from members of the ELCIC. Together We Pray brings together
prayers written by lay and ordained women, theologians, leaders, students and activists from LWF

member churches around the world.

The project also carries a special connection to the ELCIC through the legacy of the former
Evangelical Lutheran Women (ELW) organization. Following the dissolution of ELW, remaining
funds were used to establish the ELCIC Women of Faith Fund, which provided annual grants
supporting leadership, learning and the participation of women in the life of the church. As the

Women of Faith Fund reached its final year, remaining funds were gifted to the LWF and allocated
toward Gender Justice and Women’s Empowerment initiatives – including nearly $16,000 to

support the creation of Together We Pray.

ELCIC contributors to the women’s prayer book resource include Deacon Gretchen Peterson,
Deacon Dr. Faith Nostbakken, Rev. Aneeta Devi Saroop, Rev. Katherine Gohm, Rev. Dr. Kayko
Driedger Hesslein, Rev. Dr. Kristine Lund and former ELCIC National Bishop Susan Johnson.

Available to download for free in English, Spanish, German and French, Together We Pray invites
Lutherans around the world to experience the diversity of the communion through shared prayer.

Learn more here!

 
 
 

 

ELCIC Sermon Series

https://us.list-manage.com/wlK3QTzl8lM?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/KVxle8KQGG3?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/1BRZhRO_D3o?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/RvOtHK0Zx6y?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/SBvZlYJFqLZ?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/e9qVW7tplzg?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d


 

Bishops and Assistants to the Bishops are once again offering weekly  sermons for congregational
use, available from May through October.

 

Each weekly sermon includes both written and video formats, ready to download and use in ways
that best fit your worship context. These resources are especially helpful during vacation season
and offer a meaningful way to connect your congregation with leaders from across the ELCIC.

 

Interested in using these sermons? Sign up to access the full set of resources.

* Please note it may take a couple of days to receive access.
An invitation to a shared Box folder will come from Carter Brooks in the ELCIC National

Office. 

 
 

Transitions in Ministry 

Transitions, Vacancies and Call Processes in the BC Synod can be found here:
Transitions in Ministry | Resources | British Columbia Synod (bcsynod.org)

BC Synod Office Hours

Monday - Friday     9:30 am - 12:30 pm

BC Synod staff work a variety of hours in various locations, including from home offices. To better serve you,
please contact the synod office before dropping by to ensure someone is present to receive you.

Website: British Columbia Synod (bcsynod.org)

https://us.list-manage.com/1Bpke02p7T2?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/16KBKDfUk34?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d
https://us.list-manage.com/174H8qwRduf?e=03d4160b73&c2id=16824e802843da080a92f0f5351ac15d


Contact us: 
Office phone: 604-524-1318

Bishop Kathy Martin    -  kmartinbcsynod@gmail.com      
Rachel Genge (Administrative Assistant + BC Canada Lutheran editor - remote)    -   bcsynod@elcic.ca 

Aparna Jacob (Administrative Assistant - Synod Office) - bcsynod@elcic.ca 
Rev. Elina Singh (Assistant to the Bishop + Executive Administrator - Synod Office)   -   

esinghbcsynod@gmail.com
Rev. Matthew Senf (Assistant to the Bishop for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations - deployed) -

msenf@elcic.ca 
Rev. Aneeta Saroop (Assistant to the Bishop for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion - deployed)  - asaroop@elcic.ca

eTransfers are linked to the office email address: bcsynod@elcic.ca 
Auto Deposit has been enabled. No password is required. 

The message field of the eTransfer should explain what the payment is for. (It is like the memo field of a
cheque, but with more space). If a congregation is doing their monthly congregation remittance, then the

remittance form can be emailed or mailed separately at the same time that the transfer is done.  

Do the church council and members of your congregation receive the
Synod Announcements directly? 

We encourage you to forward this email to them so that they can
 sign up for The Synod Announcements 
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