We spend a lot of time filling gaps don’t we or filling in empty spaces?
As the cold starts to come you’ve probably thought about where the cracks
are in your house that let in cold air.
You run your fingers around the doors and windows to feel any cold spots.
You put up a few pieces of plastic over those old windows to keep out the
cold, maybe install a new front door to save on energy costs.
We spend a lot of time filling gaps in our lives and in the lives of others.
Gaps are those spots where there isn’t anything, where there’s an empty
spot, where something’s missing.
Jesus talks about how “I was hungry (without food) and you gave me food,
I was naked (had nothing to put on) and you gave me clothing.”
Jesus is talking about a gap between what we have and what we need to
live.
Not only that but Jesus is saying that we’ll find him, we’ll find God in that
gap, that place where something is missing.
It’s so true.
People who don’t have the money to spend on food experience a gap
between the calories they have to sustain their lives each day and the
calories they need.
Jesus is in that gap.
One way to encounter Jesus, to commune with God, is to open the doors of
the church and have people come in and get the gap filler, the calories, the
food they need to put into that empty space.
God inhabits that empty and often difficult space so that we can be drawn
out of ourselves and towards that empty space in love for others.
Or how about people who don’t have proper clothing to stay warm.
These people are experiencing a gap between the temperature that it is
around them and the temperature they need their body to be in order to
be healthy and comfortable.
Well in order to encounter Jesus, to commune with God each week the
quilters meet downstairs and stitch together fabric to create quilts.
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These quilts are sent as far away as Mali and as close as Prince George to
fill the gap between the cold outside and the warm body.
Again God inhabits that empty and often difficult space so that we can be
drawn out of ourselves and help fill that empty space in love for others.
Of course as Jesus makes clear there are a lot of gaps that we fail to fill, let
alone fail to see.
We’re often so wrapped up in ourselves that we can’t see the ways in
which we can help fill the empty space in other peoples lives and in turn
encounter Jesus.
Perhaps this is because we’re so busy filling every and any crack we find in
our own lives.
A few years ago I was over visiting Martin Doucette.
Vanessa and I had just bought our older character home, which has a never
ending amount of air leaks, so I was curious to talk to Martin, a real estate
agent, about homes and making them leak proof.
“This place is almost completely sealed,” Martin said proudly.
“It has new vapor barriers, all new windows, it really keeps the heat in
during the winter,” he said, then paused.
“The only thing is it’s almost to air tight and the house doesn’t really
breath at all. Sometimes you feel to sealed in. There almost needs to be
some space for natural airflow.”
After that I felt a little better about my leaky old house.
Lot’s of airflow in here.
But I’m still working diligently to fill as many gaps as I can.
I think there’s something about empty space that we don’t like as people.
In his book called “Scent of Time,” philosopher Byun Hul Chan talks about
the gaps that we’re incessantly trying to fill in the post modern world.
We’re in a world of sound bites and information snippets.
We jump from one thing to the next with no connection between what just
happened and what we are doing now.
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Chan theorizes that we are slowly trying to fill in every gap in time that we
experience.
We’re obsessed with filling in every moment.
Unlike when we encounter Jesus as we fill the gap of need in others, like
calorie gaps or temperature gaps, filling the gaps of time does the exact
opposite.
Instead of encountering Jesus, going deeper into life itself, we’re now
skimming the surface of everything, never actually encountering the one
who is found in those empty spaces.
Chan is talking about empty spaces like boredom, quiet, the unknown,
doubt or questioning.
Boredom must be filled with entertainment.
Quiet must be filled with noise.
The unknown must be filled with the known.
Doubt must be filled with certainty.
Questions must be filled with answers
Jesus is still found in the lacking, the absence of something but this time
we don’t need to fill the space.
The space that seems empty is already full up.
Sometimes it isn’t up to us to fill in the gaps because God already has.
We simply have to sit in those empty spaces and see what happens.
I have to admit I’m not good at this.
On Friday we had our Pro D Day Faith Camp in the morning.
We invited kids to come and spend the morning learning about the parable
of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin, how God always comes after us.
As all of you know getting ready for an event, especially one that involves
engaging people in their faith life can be a bit stressful because we care so
much.
For me working with kids is so important because this time sets a
foundation for the rest of their lives of faith.
And so after being on vacation I didn’t have as much time as I wanted to
get ready.
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But after a late night and an early morning I finally had most things done
except one.
We were doing a craft that involved dowels and I didn’t have time to get
them.
Of course I planned to do it the night before but Vanessa ended up in the
hospital because of dehydration from our trip.
That was enough of an unknown space to drain me completely.
And so on Friday morning I stood in the boot room with no dowels.
Of course who really cares about dowels.
It wasn’t about the dowels.
It was about my need to fill the last empty space.
I had nothing left to endure another unknown after being at the hospital.
And no matter how I tried, no matter how many times I told myself that it
will work out, have faith, God has this, I ended up out on my front steps,
grabbing my snow shovel and smashing it into about 8 pieces at last count.
I couldn’t fill the gap and I was so angry that God had forced me into this
extremely uncomfortable situation.
I wanted out.
But all I could do was move forward.
Of course the Faith Camp went great.
Vanessa showed up with some dowels from her daycare (she filled the gap
that I couldn’t).
It really was God’s all along, not mine.
I should know that right?
Of course God knows that we struggle deeply in places of boredom, quiet
and especially the unknown, doubt and questioning places.
And so in those difficult spaces God has something for us.
Here we encounter “The immeasurable greatness of his power for us who
believe,” that Paul writes about in Ephesians.
God doesn’t leave us without some tools to be in these empty spaces
although sometimes our human nature sure shines brightly.
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Paul writes about “The hope which he has called us to.”
The power of hope that God gives us when we’re sitting in a space so
empty that we can’t see a future or a purpose.
“It isn’t possible,” we cry out “There’s no way this will work out.”
Here God’s power in us is hope, that small voice that says “I am doing
something new in you. I’ve got this. Wait for it.”
Or what about the power of faith, the deep trust that God gives us in Jesus,
the ability to trust God even when everything around us says we shouldn’t,
everything says we should fill in the gap of the unknown before it all falls
apart.
Sometimes we’re called to fill the gaps of desperate need in the lives of
others and in doing so we encounter the living God in our brothers and
sisters.
Sometimes we’re called to put down the caulking gun and sit in the spaces
that we’re so tempted to fill.
Either way Jesus is present in some very uncomfortable places, the empty
spaces of lives.
Because Jesus is present in the empty spaces so is hope and faith.
Jesus presence doesn’t always bring the uncomfortable or painful situation
to an end but he will help us endure through hope and faith, until we can
one day look back and see that he was there all along, filling that empty
space that we could never really fill anyway.
Amen
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